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SUBJECT: CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES AID TO SOMALIA 

NAIROBI FOR REDSO 

1. CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES (CRS) DIRECTOR FOR SUB-SAHARAN 
AFRICA MSGR. WILSON KAISER ADVISED DEPARTMENT THAT, IN RE- 
SPONSE TO GSDR APPEAL TO VATICAN FOR DROUGHT RELIEF ASSIST- 
ANCE, CRS HAS GIVEN CHECK FOR $10,000 TO SOMALI UN AMBASSA- 
DOR ABDIRAZAK. IN ADDITION, CRS PREPARING SHIPMENT OF DRUGS 
AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES TO SOMALIA VIA CATHOLIC MEDICAL MISSION 
BOARD. TIMING WILL DEPEND ON SHIPPING SCHEDULES AND 
ARRANGING A.I.D. SUBSIDY FOR OCEAN FREIGHT. 

2. KAISER SAID CRS PLANNING TO SEND DR. CARLO CAPONE, 

THEIR MEDICAL AND NUTRITION ADVISOR FOR AFRICA, FROM NAIROBI 
TO MOGADISCIO TO EVALUATE MEDICAL NEEDS AND CONSULT 
WITH GSDR SOMETIME IN NEXT FEW DAYS. REDSO MIGHT WISH 
CHECK TIMING WITH DR. CAPONE, WHO IS ITALIAN CITIZEN. 
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3. CRS ALSO PLANNING TO SEND EAST AFRICA CONSULTANT JOHN 
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ROMANIELLO TO MOGADISCIO IN LATE APRIL TO CONSULT WITH GSDR 
ABOUT POSSIBILITY OF REACTIVATING ITS ACTIVITIES IN SOMALIA, 

WHICH WERE CLOSED OUT FIVE YEARS AGO BECAUSE OF UNCOOPERA- 
TIVE ATTITUDE OF FORMER GOVERNMENT. DEPARTMENT SUGGESTED 
THAT ROMANIELLO CONSULT WITH EMBASSY WHILE IN MOGADISCIO. 

4. KAISER SAID CRS REPRESENTATIVE, DR. KEVIN CAHILL, 

RECENTLY SPENT FOUR WEEKS IN SOMALIA AND HAS PREPARED 
REPORT ON CURRENT SITUATION. DEPARTMENT WILL POUCH 
REPORT WHEN RECEIVED. KISSINGER 
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